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' hath been a 'great-cry- of late yes. 
among the Prieſts and ha: 4 others 2% 
pf The ſerttement 'of Religion, and this ch 
=E& have.ſought aftesc from the powers of the 
Earth, andthe cry | hath been to Parlia- 
ments and Rulers by the prieſts and profeſ- 
ſors for many years, fettle ns Religion, ſettle us Relj- 
10n, | | 
, Now to this I anſwer, all this cry and?” this defire hath 
been by theſe Prieſts and profeſſors to have Parliaments 
to make Lawes, to eſtablith one ſe&, and throw down and 
lime all others, that is the chief thing that hath been eyed 
in the regu, ; and not ſiniply to have true Religion eſta- 
bliſhed; yo pv tofhew what true Religion is m it ſelf 
But people of divers le&s have been requiring and defire- 
ing every one to have their own (ett eſtabliſhed and ſet up, 
andall orhexs thrown down, and not to have aplace nor 
to be tolerated, {0 that their cry hath not riſen from the 
ground of true love to true religion, bue their defire hath 
chiefly riſen and ſprung from felfe loye to their own (ef, 
and from malice and envy againſt others that were not of ./ 
their way, and this hath been the end of their craving the 
ſertlement of Religion, and not ſimply for true religions 
ſake, Now religion init ſelfe is this, the fulfilling of the 
Law and the Prophets, loving God with all their hearts 
and the neighbour asſelfe, and doing to all men as they 
would have men to doe tothem, and not otherwiſe doing 
or ſpeaking towards any, then they would that j others 
ſhould ſpeak of or doe to them,and a walking towards God 
in all things, as they have received of his Grace, an{wering 
to the Lo: in all things, as his ſpirit leads them and 
moves them, this is true religion towards God and towards 
man, *%and to havethe conſcience alwaies kept void of of- 
fence, & that no offence He upon it-in the fight of God,nor 
i/the fight of man, and this is true religion in it ſelte, in, 


hott dectazed, to wit, the leading dfche fpirit of God in- 
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oklltruth, to doe the reals and ſpeak-the truthin all 
'rhings, and this Religion 1s accepted in the fight of God, 
and [to be kept unſpotted in the world,from all its pollu- 
tions. But now tell me, can this religion beſetled, or any 
Nation or people or any perſon in it, by any external pow- 
eror outward authority of men? or can the Laws of Kings 
or Parliaments ſettle ſuch.Religion, or make people truly 
religious, or eſtabliſh a Nation or people, in this Religion? 
Iſay no,nor any thing,fave only the teaching and leading 
ofthe holy ſpirit of God, being received from the Father, 
iesthat onely that makes men religious, andſettlesa peo- 
pleand Nation therein. Oh ye fools and blind Prieſts and 
profeſſors, that are doting on ſerling religion among un- 
converted people by out ward Lawes and earthly powers of 
men; 1 ſay no, this muſt not be, for the Lawes of men can 
bue ſettle a ſet, or ſome lefts, and limit other ſe&s; bur 
- true Religion can never be ſetled by that meanes; for 
before any be ſetled in Religion they muſt firſt be changed 
andcreated a new in Chriſt Jeſus, and borne againe of the 
feed incorruptable, and they muſt firſt be changed from 
death tolife, and from Statans power toGod; this muſt 
firſt bewitnefled before a man or a nation can be religious, 
&ſetled in true Religion, he muſt put off the body of fin, 
and be circumciſed in heart ; and he muſt have a new Na- 
tureplanted. in him, and he planted into Chriſt a new 
and living vine, before he can love God with all his hearc 
and his neighbour as himfelfe, and before he can have his 
conſcience kept void of offence, and be without ftain to- 
wards God and towards man, and itis onely the word of 
Godand his power in the heart thatjworks this, it is only 
the operation of Gods ſpirit in and upon a creature that 
works him unto this, it 1s not the Lawes made by man ' 
that doth it, nor extecnall. powers of the Earth that can 
, work it, & therefore true Religion cannot be ſetled there- 


by, nor a nation ora people in it; but only that which 

Changes him, and makes him religious, that is it onely 

that muſt ſettle religion and Nations,and peoples therein; 

and a8 every one is turned tothat of God in _ and 
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thereby to feel the power and word and ſpirit that” 'doth 
change him, and renew himas I have faid, by this meang 
cometh a man and Nations .to be religious, and, tobe 
Netled therein, and by no other waies nor meanes, and 
this is done «through rhe: preaching of the everlaſting 
Goſlpell, and through the Miniſtry: of Chriſt, which tur- 
neth the mindes of people from darkneſſe to light, and 
- from tatans power to God, whereby they are changed 

and made religious, and allo ſetled therein, and has 
bliſhed thereby, and- it is not by outward Lawes, and 
powers as I have ſaid. But whatare peoples, andthe 
Nations yet to ſettle in religion? and 1 religion un« 
ſetled yet, that you are craving Lawes made by men to 
ſettle religion ?, what have you preached for this many 
years? what, have. your preaching | been all in vaine? 
and have;/you done no good this many years by your 
preaching, that Religion is yet to ſettle ? Oh blindand 
1wnorant men ! this 1s a ſhame unto you, how manie thous 
ſands of thouſand pounds have the Prieſts had out of this 
Nation for teaching.religion,& preaching to people, & yet 
the nation remains unſecled in religion and they are beg- 
ing to the powers of the Earth,to conſtrain & compel a (et- 
tlement of Religion,and thisſhames them,and ſhews that 
they are they that Payl ſpeakes of, and that the people of 
this nation are them that are ever learning and never able 
rq come to the knowledge of the truth, though you have 
been long learning, youareunſetled, and are got come 
to the knowledge of the truth : but had theſe Prieſts been 
ſuch that were ſent of the Lord, through their miniltry 
would the nations long fince have been ſetled in Religion, 
for they have been teachers long enough, and put the Na» 
tion to charge great enough, that pevpie .might have 
known ere this day the holy annointing to dwell in them, 
and to teach them,and to {eetle them in Religion, but it 


is manifeſt that they have ran andnot been ſent, but! 
peoples and nations unſetled as the waters, notwithſtan- 
ding, all their pomneung nad miniſtry for ſo many years, 


yet it ſeemes there wants ſtill a ſecrlement in Religion, 
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their Miniſtry bath been all in vain, and people are not 
fearned in Religion , noryet eſtabliſhed therein , wherey 
by their Miniſtry 1s proved not to be Chrifts Miniſtry (for 
the Apoſtles did ſetle people, and the Churches mm Re- 
ligion,which theirs hath done no luch thing ) & therefore: 
| is that the powers of the Earth are called to, that they 
may force by violence and by violent Laws , that by that 
means a worſhip and Religion may be ſetled as they ſay ; 
and their Miniſtry hath not drawn people by love, :nd 
therefore would they have people forced and compelled to 
beof ſuch or ſuch Religion but this is not Chrifts way, nor 
theway that his Apoſtles and true Churches were in ;- for | 
theſpirit of the Father led each one of them ,, to be Re- 
ligious , and that ſame ſpirit ſetled and eſtabliſhed them 
mit, and not external Laws nor powers of the Earth, 
bat chat was Antichriſts way , and the beaſts and the falſe 
Prophets way , for when they had killed the Saints, and 
flain true Religion, then the beaſt and falſe prophets they 
eſtabliſhed a Religion or worſhip by outward Lawes; and 
itswritten , that he cauſed and wr my all, both ſmall 
and great, bond and free , to worſhip the beaſt and his 
image; and here was a {etled people ina Religion and wor- 
| ſtipby an outward compelling power. And thus it was then 
and is now the ſame , falſe Churches and falſe Religions 
areſetled by an outward Authority ; and it was Nebuchad- 
wezzar and his wicked Princes that ſetled a Religion or 
worſhip by an outward power & by an earthly anthority, 
but that was not the worſhip of true Religion, but was the 
worſhip of Antichrift,and ſo it hath been for ages;that wor- 
ſkipthat is ſetled, and that Religion which is eſtabliſhed by 
an outward external power and the Lawes of men, is but 
the wor ſhip of Antichriſt, and not the true Religion, nor 
- theworſhip of the living God, which is in ſpirit and in 
truth , but it muſt all be overthrown and brought to 
nought, both that Religion and worſhip that is out of the 
nnd that power = upholds it, and now the Lord 
18riſen to confound the —_ of mens hearts, and 
kealone will ſerle andeſtabliſh Religion by. his own power 
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and by his own Law, and through his own Miniſtry,aud 
$5 people comes to that of God in them , to feel the Syj. 
rit and power of the Lord God ro change them; here 
will every one particularly be ſetled in Religion, and þy 
no other way nor means ; and this I know from the Lord, 
But how ſhould people be ſetled in Religion ? for peoples 
and Nations have been and are as waters, which hath beeg - 
driven with the winds, this way or the other way, and 
the great Whore fits upon the waters , and the beaſt hath 
carried her and born her up, ( falſe worſhips and 
Churches and an outward power) and ſhe hath ruled and 
made all Nations drunk with her cup of fornication, 
and thetrue Religion hath been loſt for many ages, and 
the Sets and falſe Churches hath been ſet up and eſta 
bliſhed upon the watersz and as fer true Religion,it can» 
not be eſtabliſhed while Nations are waters under the 
Whores Dominion, and ſo the many Sets which hath 
been the many horns npon the beaſt , and one hath riſen 
after another, and one diverſe from another, and they 
have been ſtrivingone with another, and perſecuting one 
another, and one ſubduing one another, and each one 
of them hath cryed for help from the beaſt, and from 
the powers of the Earth , to be defended from the power 
and malice one of another, leaſt one ſhould prevail 
againſt another, and get the better one of another; and 
{othat Se that could get authority from the powers of 
the earth, and have them of its fide,that Se hath thriven, 

and hath been fetled more then another which hath not 
gotten the powers of rhe earth to defend itzand ſoas the 
—_ of the Earth hath been changeable , ſo hath Re- 

igion been changeable; and what Se& the Rulers hath 
been on, that have they higheſt tollerated , and molt de- 
fended againſt all other ; bur all. this hath not been the 
rrue eſtabliſhment of crue Religon. 

But now ſome may ſuppoſe and query, whither 1 ſpeak 
this as if I would have Religion not at all ſetled, anda 
if I were againtt che eſtabliſhing of Religion, and (o there- 
by may be accuſed, as if I were an enemy to - Re- 
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| ligions and would not have Religien eſtabliſhed, &c. 


ſebkes the eſtabliſhing of it in the right way , and by the 
Miniftery of righteouſneſs, by turning peoples minds to 
the ſpirit , and to receive the anointing that they may 
be all taught of God, and true worſhippers of him in 
ſpirit aud truth , and may beletled in the true Religion ; 
and this trne Religion would ] have eſtabliſhed in the 
world,and in the Nations and would have all people there- 
in eſtabliſhed by the Miniſtry of righteouſnets thereunto 
ordained. But I am againſt the eſtabliſhing of Seas, and the 
ſetling of one Se& above another , by the powers of the 
arth, and I would not have one let up and another 
thrown down by the Laws of men, for that brings forth 
nothing but tyranny , and oppreſſion , and ftrife , and 
wickedneſs in a Nation,and among people; though thus 
it hath been for many ages, falſe Sefts and falſe Churches 
hath beet eſtabliſhed by the powers of the Earth and ex- 
ternal Laws, and that Se& which the King or Queen , or 
Ruler hath been of, that hath been fer up and tollerated 
dbove the reſt, and the reſt deſpiſed, and perſecuted and ſer 
a nought;for when and where a Princeor a Ruler is ofthe 
Papiſts Religion, then that Religion is the moſt eſtabliſhed 
ind ſerled in that goverment; and if at any time a Ruler 
change to be of the Proteſtant Sef,or one come to govern 
- thatis' of that Religion , then that Se& was the moſt eſta- 
blihedawd upheld , thus it is chrongh Nations, and in 
England partieularly within theſe late years, when 
King Henry the eighth turned from the Papiſts to be a Pro- 
teftant, then that Se& was eſtabliſhed, and all other 
frown down and perſecuted; and when Queen Mary roſe 
 topgovern,which was a Papiſt, then ſhe eſtabliſhed that Se& 
and falle Church , by Laws, and the reſt were limited 
and thrown down ; rhen when the next Queen aroſe be- 
mg a'Proteſtant , ſhe eſtabliſhed that Se again by out- 
Watt Laws, andcaſt all others down , and thus it hath 
been for many ages throughout all Nations, of what Sect 


*nd Religion the Governor'and Ruler hath. been , Set 
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Se& was onely eftabliſked and all the reſt perſecuted as]. 
have ſaid; and ſo the ſaying 1s fulfilled , Nations hath 
been waters,and peoples and multitudes Waters; and ag 
a King and governour hath changed his Religion ang of 
what Se as he harh been, ſo hath the Religion of the 
whole Nation or country changed » and ſuch a Se& onel 
eſtabliſhed again all others;butthis I cannot call the ſetle. 
ment of true Religion, nor are the Nations and- peoples 
hereby eſtabliſhed in true Religion, but onely fally Seq - © 
and falſe religions hath riſen and been eſtablithed by the 
beaſts power, who hath carried the whore, yea and thongh 
many other Se&s, hath riſen, and many other horns ap. 
peared divers one from another , out of the many heads 
of the beaſt ; for his heads hath been many,and his horns 
devided,and divers one fromanother, andeach header. 
alting his ſelf above another, and each horn pnſlingons 
at another,and each Se& and horn crying to the beaſt for - 
power to be eſtabliſhed, and to have others thrown don 
and limited,through the powers of the earth,and thus hath 
it been for generations, and in this N ation 11 particular, 
and many Se&s hath riſen beſides the Papiſts and the Pro- 
treſtants and a)l theſeSe&s hath riſen one out of another, k 
appeared divers one fromanother, and each one of them 
hath ſought ro the powers of the earth for ſetlement and. | 
defence, & that the other that were contrary to them and 
of another appearance might be ſtopt and limited,andthis 
hath been done by theſe teachers and Profeſſors-gnder the 
account of the eſtabliſhment of Religion, and they hare 
begged to Parliaments and to Rulers for the eſtabliſhment 
of Religion, and for the ſtopping of herelie , chat 15 to 
ſay,for tolleraring and defending of their own Seft which 
they call Religion,and for the ſtopping and ſubduing ofall 
others which they call herefie, but confuſton hath come | 
upon all this, and will upon the like for ever,aud true Re- 
ligion never gets eſtabliſhed by it, but as cvery new; Selt 
hath appeared,that only hath ſought eſtabliſhment/againf 
all the reſt. we? 

But yec [| ſay, Tam not againſt eſtabliſhing of op Re- 
; 1910N, 


_ (9) 
Tao; chouphſthus Þ ſpeak, bur would have true religion 
pledand eſtabliſhed, but doth norſeek to the powers of 
Ft ako earth, to have true Religion eſtabliſhed by earthly 
Lanes; for that cannot eſtabliſh crue religion, neither is it 
Lcommirted of the Lord to the powers of the Earth, 
& outward anthorities to eſtabliſh religion, or to make 
- meqrcligious; for that belongs tothe Lord to rule over, 
"and in mens conſciences, & to exerciſe themin the true 
Rgligion:no Ruler by any Law whatſoever ought to toex- 
geile Lordſhip over the conſciences of any people, either 
twexalt or throw down any ſe&,or worſhip of Mm for 
they are with their Lawes but to rule the outward man, 
tolettle their perſons and eſtates in ſecurity, from the 
wrons and unrighteous dealing of wicked men,,and to li- 
mitall evill men and evil doers fromwronging and doing 
violence to mens perſons and eſtates ; this is the work, 
mdthe place of Kings and Rulers of the garth,their pow- 
eris onely committed to them of the Lord to extend 
«over the outward man, to defend and preſerve that, and 
* beapraiſe to all that do welland lives righteouſly, and 
to bea terror, and limit,and puniſhers of the unrighteous 
' land violent doers, thisis the Vagiſtrates place, and 
we lengeh and breadth 8& height of his authority,whether 
Wade in King, Queen or any other perſon or perſons. 
for the exerciſe of conſcience, that 1s.0ut of their pow- 
er,and over and beyond it, it is not committed of the 
Lordtothem to compel and cauſe people from, or to {uch 
2worthip and religion, it is not the magiſtrates worke, 
e miniſters work, that are ſent of Chriſt to teach 
wionz butlet all ſe&s have their courſe, and every reli- 
yon its liberty ina nation or country(ſo that they doe 
+. *nonolence to one anothers perſons andeſtates)andift they 
- ,athen they fall under the Magiſtrates power, and'then 
Ht ther be punithed, and let every ſe ſtrive to exalt 
, jt" ſlfe, and to overthrow others, by what authority it 
- athin do&rinefand forceable arguments, and let them 
uſe what {piritualweapons they have, and defend them- 


ves thereby, and let them that have the ſpirit of God 
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overcome, and let them alone to be eſtabliſhed, and let all 
the'reſt be ſubdued before that,and let that alonebefetleg 
onely by the power and authority of the ſpirit of G9 
which overcomes all-the contrary; and let all hs a, 
all of ' mans power and authority be filent ang. niet 
and have no hand in this matter, and this 1s the way to 
eſtabliſh religion ina nationz and a kingdome, lerthe 
Tpirir of the { ord have its liberty, . andlet no man what, 
ſoever limit it in them in whomit dwels, but let it have 
its courle and its operation, and its full authority by.thew 
in whomit dwels, in whomfſoever it be ; and let all ſefs 
whatſoever have their liberty-in their arguments, and 
their pra&ices,and their worſhip,and then let lit be mani 
feſt, who it is that overcomes, and who it 15 that is over 
come; and ſuch asovercometh by the ſame {pirit & power 
that gives them vicory, by that alone let true religion be 
eftabliſhed, and the reſt of all ſe&s bow under that true 
Religion that overcometh all others by the power and 

, authority of the ſpirit of God, andis eſtabliſhed thereby; 

all other under that ſhall bow, and whilſt this is in tryal 
and debate, let the powers of the earth, and the Rulers of 
the world be all quiet, and looke on in patience, and let 
rheir authority herein be -exerciſed , not tolimit one, 
or tollerate one more then aw other, onely let them keep 
mens perſons and eſtates in peace and detence from the 
injury and maliceand wrong dealing one of another, as ] 
have ſaid, and here is the way, the true and perte& way, 
for the eſtabliſhing of religion in aNation among people, 
and if this were brought to paſle,and had been 1n genera- 
cions paſt, then would not the Papiſts have been prevailed 
againſt by theProteſtants, they being at rhe firſt dilcenting 
from the Church and ſe of the Papiſt, more lincerets- 
wards God,and mcre upright to hin, and im ſome things 
more true in do&rine and worſhip, then the other which 
they diſcented from, though gill in the main bur a falſe 
ſ{e&, and of a falſe religion, though they®hated chewhore 
in ſome things, and they would have prevailed agamit her 
through rhat fincericy towards God, that was in them, 
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"" hut they” gave'their power to the. beaſt; and would not 
maty other ſets have prevailed againſt them, which hath 
Cn out of this, and diſcented from. her, who.was more 
he fincerity and uprightneſſe towards God, than ſhe? 
* G+God bleſſed that and oved that, in what meaſure ſo 
* er and whereſoever it be; I ſay, would not many ſe&s ere. 
is day have prevailed one againſt another, had not the 
 *ersof the earth ſtopped,and limited whom they would, 
and given liberty to ſet up whom they would ? but now 
; thelighit of the day 1s ariſen, and hath appeared, and- 
HeLord is making a way to eſtabliſh his own Religion by 
his own Power, and he1s gathering his ſeed, who ſhall wax 
ſtronger and ftronger,and ſhall prevail through all oppoli- 
tion, through all falſe ſeAs and falſe worſhips of the earth, 
and they ſhall wax weaker and weaker, and ſhall never be 
eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſſe, but they and the power that 
upholds them ſhall be broken together, and this will the 
Lord bring to paſſe in his day ; And thus I have ſhewed 
ouwhat true Religion is, and how it can e eſtabli- 
hed, and how it may be, & what the authority of earthly 
Rulers is,and how far itextends,and doth ſhew that true 
Religion. cannot be ſetled thereby, but by theLerd alone 
itmuſt, and that it is the worke of Chriſts miniſtery, and 
not of eaxchly power by violent lawes to eſtabliſh Religi- 
on, 

And this is ateſtimony from the Lord God of heaven 
and Earth to ye Rulers, and Parliaments that makes Laws 
and miniſters Laws; meddle not withReligion, to eſtabliſh 
one ſe& or ſets, and to linit and throw down others; But 
feare the Lord God, and wait for his wiſdome, and re- 
member that that hath been a rock, whereupon many be- 
fore you have been ſplit, and brought into confuſion ; even 
when they have gone about to linut or top or eſtabliſh Re- 

{ligion, how have they been confounded, and never had 
Tuccefſle from the Lord to ſuch indeavours,for the Lord 
hath never ſhewed counterlance for many generations tw 
ſuch as have attempted to make men religions by out- 
-#qd Laws, and to ſettle Nations therein by outward 
3 Lawes, 

& kt h Where« 


Wherefore now be wiſe Rulers andkilezbe $ Sony by 
the wrath of - the Lord'is al kindled, and hy 
break in pieces and'da{hBabylorns hildren againſt the 
andconfound the great Whoreg( the falſe Cure 

| falſe ſe&s, her daughters who hath been broughe-4 
and ſet- up'ity Natious« ever. fince. the woman, (the 
Church ) hath beenfled into the wilderneſſe,and beby 
hath carryed the whore, born her, and upheld hg 
ſhe. hath journeyed through Nations upon the beaſt, a 
the Beaſt bard defended her;: if any man hath 
him hearez and this is a viſitation to ye Rulers, at 
that make Lawes, and miniſters Laws, 
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